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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2022 legislative session ended on March 10 with 
historic revenue and countless missed opportunities. 
Much like last year, this session continued to be 
mostly virtual with remote testimony and limited 
personal contact. Once again, because of our 
leadership positions, all three of us spent most of the 
time in Olympia during this year’s 60-day session.

In January, we headed back to Olympia with priorities 
in restoring public safety, returning affordability and 
restoring your faith in state government. Despite our 
best efforts, majority Democrats reinstated just a few 
of the many tools that were stripped from our law 
enforcement officers in 2021, kicked the can down the 
road on the unpopular long-term care payroll tax, failed 
to offer families any tax relief with a record-breaking 
$15 billion surplus and refused to limit the governor’s 
powers during a state of an emergency.

As we discuss these and other highly partisan 
issues from this year’s session in this newsletter, 
please continue to reach out to us with your thoughts 
and concerns as we represent you year-round. Do not 
hesitate to call, email or write a letter, we want to hear 
from you. It is an honor to serve you.

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000

HEARING-IMPAIRED HOTLINE (TTY): 1-800-833-6388
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Reforming Gov. Inslee’s emergency powers
Many of you have contacted our offices concerning the extended use of the governor’s emer-

gency powers. No one wants to deny temporary, limited emergency powers during truly 
unprecedented emergencies. However, the last two years have shown us what can happen 
when those powers are left unchecked. The majority party refused to pass the emergency 

powers reform legislation we cosponsored. Like many of you, we are frustrated that we have 
been essentially under one-person rule for over two years. Additionally, we continue to 

be in a “state of emergency” for the foreseeable future with the governor refusing 
to publicly announce a timeframe for him to relinquish his emergency powers.

$15 billion surplus but no relief for taxpayers?
You read that right. With the state expecting a record $15 billion surplus over the next four years many of us in 
Olympia wanted to give some back to the people in the form of tax relief. We offered legislation to reduce the 
property tax, state sales tax, business and occupation taxes on small businesses and those industries hit hardest 
by the pandemic. None were accepted. Instead, the majority party spent almost all of it on new policy spend-
ing with future carry-forward costs. State spending in the 2021-23 biennium is now expected to be $12.5 billion 
higher than in 2019-21, an increase of 24%. This is unsustainable. We missed an opportunity to give some back 
to taxpayers to help struggling families, especially critical with inflation at a 40-year high and with the costs of 
food and fuel continuing to rise.

Budget writers also left too little in reserves for the inevitable economic downturn. This will result in difficult 
decisions for future lawmakers who will be forced to cut services or raise taxes. For these reasons, we voted no 
on this year’s supplemental operating budget.
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Long-term care tax and insurance plan
One of the first issues addressed this session was the 
mandatory long-term care tax and insurance plan. The 
majority party passed the proposal in 2019.  Despite public 
opposition in a subsequent advisory vote that same year, 
they went ahead with plans to implement this payroll tax. 
Once employers and employees along with media sources 
discovered the inequities in this plan and its insolvency, 
the majority party voted to delay the tax collections until 
next year. But in our opinion, there really is no fix for this. 
There was legislation to repeal and replace the plan but 
neither bill passed this session. We’ll see what happens 
next year. This could be an issue that sees a lot of atten-
tion in future years.

Second Amendment bills
It should go without saying that we stand firm in our belief that our Second Amendment rights are enshrined in 
our state and federal constitutions and should be vigorously protected. Unfortunately, Democrats in the state 
Legislature do not agree. They passed several bills that will have no impact on violent crime, but absolutely will 
affect your ability to defend yourself, your loved ones, and your property.

Senate Bill 5078 bans firearms magazines of more than 10 rounds. This new law goes into effect on July 1 and will 
ban the sale, transfer, and import of so-called “high capacity magazines,” although most gun owners know that 
this really bans standard magazines as the most popular firearms usually come with a magazine over 10 rounds. 
You have until July 1 to purchase or acquire firearms magazines over 10 rounds. After that, they are banned. We 
voted against this bill. It passed with no Republican support.

House Bill 1705 bans hobbyists and gun enthusiasts, 
many of them current or former military members, 
from building or assembling firearms from various 
parts. This is a misguided attempt to go after so-
called “ghost” guns that can’t be traced because 
they don’t have serial numbers on certain pieces. 
Yet it ignores the fact that the majority of ghost 
guns found at crime scenes are firearms that have 
had their serial numbers filed or acid etched off. 
This bill bans what has become a popular hobby 
of building personal firearms with legally obtained 
and therefore legal parts. We voted against this 
bill. It passed with no Republican support.

It is infuriating and nonsensical that the majority 
party would push these types of bills while at the 
same time introducing legislation to let violent 
criminals out of jail early, reduce original sentences for violent criminals, and attempt to reduce the penalties for 
drive-by-shootings.



Policing legislation
We were able to fix several of the 
problems created last year by mis-
guided attempts at police reform. 
However, addressing lawful police 
pursuits and several other solutions 
that we proposed at the beginning 
of session were not accepted. With 
crime – especially violent crime – 
continuing to surge, we need to make 
sure law enforcement has the tools, 
training, and certainty to do their jobs 
protecting our communities.

One-sided transportation package punishes drivers
Transportation planning has typically 
seen Democrats and Republicans come 
together to fund highways, bridges 
and mass transit in ways that benefit 
people living in every corner of our 
state. Unfortunately, the transporta-
tion package rushed through this year 
shut out Republicans altogether and 
is completely one-sided. While the 
majority’s plan does fund some major 
highway projects and improvements, 
a substantial part of the cost will come 
from increased fees for drivers. The 
chart to your left shows some of the 
regressive fee hikes families can expect 
to see soon.

Additionally, state gas prices are expected 
to increase when two new policies ap-
proved in 2021 – one that will drive up 

refining costs and a second known as “cap and trade” – are implemented over the next few years.

Early in the session, Republicans proposed using existing tax dollars to pay for our state’s transportation needs 
instead of raising taxes. That plan would have redirected a portion of tax revenue from vehicle sales toward 
transportation projects – a solution that would not add any taxes or fees. Instead, the Democratic proposal that 
was enacted will see us all paying higher fees.
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Sen. Shelly Short
Much of Shelly’s work this session 
centered around the Environment, 
Energy and Technology Committee 
as she temporarily filled the role of 
lead Republican. She saw one of her 
sponsored bills pass through this 
committee and make it all the way 
to the governor’s desk. This legisla-
tion will give utility companies the 

ability to seek additional guidance when implementing 
new energy projects. She also sponsored two pieces of 
legislation which will help local governments meet hous-
ing needs while in compliance with our state’s Growth 
Management Act (GMA).

Despite opposition, the last several years have seen nu-
merous climate bills enacted that affect our state’s utility 
companies. Senate Bill 5678 will allow utility companies, 
like Avista for example, to receive additional direction 
from the Utilities and Transportation Commission for 
future renewable energy projects. This will ensure their 
projects are on the right track. 

This is an important consumer protection measure to 
ensure that rate-payer dollars are not wasted on projects 
that wouldn’t qualify.

Another issue of great importance to Sen. Short is the 
GMA and how it affects our housing supply. It comes to 
the surprise of no one that our state is in the middle of a 
housing crisis. Land use is a vital component of housing 
supply and where housing can be developed. 

The GMA, which was enacted in the early 1990s, has be-
come extremely rigid, especially for a planning document. 
It has made it much more difficult for local governments 
to meet housing needs.

Over the last several years, she has worked with local 
governments and housing advocates to meet these 
needs. Senate Bills 5275 and 5593 offer flexible options 
for local governments to address local housing needs. 
These bills are a small step in that direction. 

Rep. Joel Kretz
In his role as Deputy Minority 
Leader, Joel spent much of this 
60-day session working to get 
other members’ bills through the 
legislative process while trying to 
defeat bad bills that would hurt 
Washington families and the agri-
culture community. As a member 
of the House Rural Development, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee he 
worked especially hard to kill House Bill 1838. This 
misguided proposal would have created large ripar-
ian management zones along waterways and even 
flood zones on private land. It failed to recognize 
the work ranchers and farmers have already done 
over the last decade to increase fish habitat. This was 
legislation requested by Gov. Jay Inslee without input 
from the agriculture community. If passed, it would 
have devastated farming, ranching, and orchardists 
in Washington state. As Joel said in one of his press 
releases on this bill, “This is one of the worst bills 
I’ve seen in my time serving in the state House of 
Representatives.”

Rep. Kretz was also instrumental in defeating 
Senate Bill 5613. This legislation would have elimi-
nated county officials’ ability to use specially trained 
hunting dogs to hunt problem bears, cougars and 
other animals that prey on livestock and pets. When 
I-655 passed in 1996, it outlawed the public’s use of 
these hunting dogs when hunting bears and cougars. 
There is an exception for county, state, and federal 
officials acting in their official capacity to protect the 
public and livestock. Senate Bill 5613 would have 
removed county officials from this exemption. In 
northeast Washington, county officials are the ones 
leading the effort to protect livestock, the public and 
pets from problem cougars. The state has been very 
slow in its response to address problem predators 
as politics always seems to come before public and 
livestock safety. This bill passed the Senate but Joel 
was able to kill it in the House.
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Rep. Jacquelin Maycumber
Jacquelin sponsored legislation to 
help small businesses from under-
served communities have more ac-
cess to credit. House Bill 1015 was 
signed into law on March 30. Small 
businesses have been hit especially 
hard during the pandemic, and with 
inflation and fuel prices skyrocketing, 
many find themselves on the brink 

of survival. Her legislation provides the infrastructure 
needed, including a small B&O tax break for private 
corporations who donate to the program, so that small 
businesses in underserved areas can survive, expand, 
update, or build their products and services.

She was also able to get House Bill 1728 signed into 
law. This legislation extends the time period (due to the 
pandemic) for the Total Cost of Insulin Work Group to 
review and design strategies to permanently reduce the 
cost of insulin. This bill is tied to Maycumber’s bill from 
last year that temporarily reduced the cost of insulin so 
that an in-depth study could be conducted. The bill also 

requires the group to come up with a plan to provide a 
once yearly, 30-day supply of insulin to individuals on 
an emergency basis. Insulin is a life-saving drug with 
no other options. Families who are in crisis because 
they can’t access insulin for their loved ones need an 
emergency place of last resort. Her bill will provide this.

As the Minority Floor Leader, Maycumber led the charge 
to defeat several bills that would negatively impact 7th 
District families and employers. House Bill 1099  would 
have added a climate change layer to the GMA, which has 
significantly contributed to the housing and homelessness 
crisis in our state. This bill would have made things worse. 
It was defeated in the last hour of the legislative session.

In addition, House Bill 1837 would have added new 
ergonomic rules that would have added enormous costs 
to employers. This legislation goes against the wishes of 
the voters who already voted on this issue. The House 
held a nine-hour floor session that went through the 
night and into the next morning. Despite the bill pass-
ing the House, it died in the Senate.


